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Pitch Maximisation Case Study 
 
With the help of our partners, Field Sports Management , Rushcliffe School in Nottingham 
have transformed their old unusable and unsafe spor ts pitches into a revenue generating, 
busy community sports hub. 
 
BEFORE..... 
 
When the school first spoke with Field Sports Management  their old sand-filled artificial grass pitches 
were in a bad state of repair. The smaller one of the two facilities was so dilapidated that the facility was no 
longer deemed safe to use as a sports pitch. Curricular use of their full size pitch was also limited and  
out-of-hours bookings of the facility were practically none existent. 
 
WORKS CARRIED OUT AT NO COST TO THE SCHOOL 
 
Field Sports Management  appointed Thornton Sports to resurface both of the school’s pitches, installing 
our SoccerTurf™40M  and SoccerTurf™60M  3G surfaces to meet performance requirements for both 
football and hockey.  
 
Field Sports Management’s  aim was to provide unique facilities with a stripy effect, creating the look of 
natural grass pitches that had been cut in opposing directions. Following this Thornton Sports 
manufactured in-house, within the UK, two new products using alternative yarns, which created a subtle 
contrast between rolls of synthetic grass. Shockpad repairs were also carried out on the full size pitch, and 
to complete the works we also installed new pitch dividers on both facilities. This enables the full-size pitch 
and 5-a-side area to be split into 4 areas and 2 areas retrospectively. 
 
AFTER..... 
 
The school’s pitches are now fully operational and utilised heavily both during school hours and during the 
evenings/weekends. 
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BENEFITS TO THE SCHOOL INCLUDE: 
 
�  High performance, multi-sport, safe facilities for curricular use at virtually no cost  to the school 
 
�  Facility is maintained regularly  to keep it in optimum condition at zero cost to the school 
 
�  Additional revenue stream  for the school with the payment of rent by Field Sports Management 
 
�  All floodlighting costs paid  for by Field Sports Management 
 
�  Affordable out-of-hours bookings available for a first-class  facility 
 
�  All bookings managed  by the Field Sports Management  team 
 
�  Leading coaching and development programmes provided for the local community  out of school hours 
 
�  FIFA qualified coaches offering educational programmes  for players, coaches, officials & student 
 
�  Close links  with Nottingham Forest FC 
 
�  Participation  encouraged across all genders, ages, abilities & social groups 
 
�  Increased availability of after school activities, promoting a healthier lifestyle  for students 
 
�  Enhanced reputation  of the school as providers of a local sports hub 
 
WHAT NEXT? 
 
The sports pitches project has been such a success plans are also now in place to construct new changing 
rooms adjacent to the full-size pitch. Again, at no cost to the school!  
 
HOW COULD YOUR SCHOOL BENEFIT? 
 
To arrange a free Facility Feasibility Study call 01282 777 345 or email info@thorntonsports.co.uk.  
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